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In early November 2017, 

archaeological testing was 

conducted in the rear of  the 

Edwards Mansion in 

anticipation of  the construction 

of  a new art studio.  The area 

outlined in red was the area 

tested.  



The investigations consisted of  the excavation of  two  long backhoe trenches, and the 

inspection of  the underlying ground surface for subsurface features.     



Location of  Test Trench 

1 and 2 in the rear of  

the Edwards Place.  

These test trenches were 

positioned in that area 

of  the proposed new 

building’s western 

wall—an area of  high 

archaeological potential 

to be impacted by the 

proposed construction. 



A series of  post holes, 

middens, utility line trenches 

and other disturbances were 

documented.  The most 

significant features 

encountered were two oval, 

brick-lined shaft features 

identified as Features 1 and 2 

(both highlighted in red).   



Feature 2 was a shaft privy excavated in the early 1990s by bottle collectors (non-

professional archaeologists).  This feature—which was documented by Mazrim (1995)—

was only partially exposed, mapped in place, and left unexcavated by the current 

investigations.  It will not be disturbed by the current construction activity.   



A grab-bag sample of artifacts from the looted privy (Feature 2) were recovered from 

the bottle hunters, but the collection represents an unknown fraction of the original 

assemblage.  



Initially, Feature 1 was partially exposed in Test Trench 2.  Subsequent backhoe work 

resulted in exposing all of  this feature (which consisted of  opening a small block 

between Test Trenches 1 and 2). 



Feature 1 completely exposed prior to excavation.  The feature is exposed at the level of  

the pre-settlement ground surface.   



After mapping the feature in plan view, the east half  of  the pit was excavated to its 

base.  At that point, the profile was drawn… 



…and then the west half  of  the feature was also excavated. 



The lower deposits within this pit included 

obvious fecal material, but also a dense 

concentration of  household artifacts apparently 

discarded whole during a single event of  “house 

cleaning.”   



Plan and profile view of  

Feature 1.   



The primary fill zone from Feature 1 contained a wealth of  artifacts associated with the 

Edwards family’s early (1844-c.1860) occupation of  the site.  This table of  artifacts 

represents the materials collected from one quarter of  the pit.    



After washing, the artifacts are sorted, and individual vessels are re-assembled in an 

effort to determine the minimum number of vessels present in the assemblage.   



And with a bit of patience, the results  are not only pleasing to look at, but have great 

interpretive value for the study of past lifeways, allowing the writing of social history 

from material culture remains—artifacts.  Here is the recovered tableware plates.  A 

small number of older edge decorated and printed wares were present, but the most 

common wares were plain undecorated and relief decorated wares—common wares for 

the 1840 and 1850s.    



Although printed wares were more common in Feature 2, the same printed vessels (such 

as this currently unidentified blue print pattern) were present in both Features 1 (right)  

and 2 (left).  This plate (left) was recovered from the 1990s excavation of  Feature 2.  

Identical plates were recovered from the current investigations of  Feature 1.  Many other 

items are identical between the two features, suggesting that they may have been filled at 

the same time.  



As noted above, artifacts from Features 1 and 2 appear to 1) represent the same 

materials in artifact type and date, and 2) were discarded at the same time (circa 1860).  

The pitcher and wash basin of  this toiletry set were recovered from both Features 1 and 

2.  The pitcher (left) was recovered from Feature 2, and the wash basin (right) was 

recovered from Feature 1. 



The chamber set was illustrated in a purple print identified as the GIRAFFE pattern.  It was 

manufactured by John Ridgway, apparently sometime shortly after August 1836, when the original 

artwork was first published.  The artwork was printed in conjunction with the first introduction of 

giraffes to the London Zoological Gardens (London Zoo) the previous year, 1835.  This chamber 

set would have been relatively old when discarded in the later 1850s. 



Some of the most recent tablewares are these relief decorated ironstone plates, 

manufactured by James Heath, but imported and sold by the St. Louis merchant R. H. 

Miller and Company.  These plates, which represent upscale tablewares for the period, 

probably date to the middle 1850s.   



R. H. Miller and Company, an 

importer in “China, Glass, and 

Queensware,” advertised in local 

Springfield newspapers in the 

mid-1850s.  This advertisement 

was from the Daily Illinois State 

Journal (7 September 1854).   



Porcelains also were well represented in the ceramic assemblage.  The porcelains were 

predominately plain and/or undecorated and included handled cups, saucers, desert 

plates, and a limited number of plates.   Whereas the relief decorated ironstones appear 

to represent the everyday tablewares, the undecorated porcelains appear to represent  a 

dessert service. 



The majority of the cups were porcelain and handled.  Two cup forms were recovered.  

Only a single example of a London Urn shaped cup was recovered, and probably 

represents the earlier wares typical of the 1840s.  Similarly, only two small gilded 

porcelain saucers were recovered.  Perhaps these, too, represented the earlier wares? 



A number of footed cups were also present.  These cups were predominately porcelain, 

and all were undecorated.  Whereas the earlier cups were probably used for tea and/or 

coffee, these may have been used for chocolate drinks.     



Numerous specialized ceramic vessels were also recovered from the assemblage and 

included this salt-glazed stoneware pitcher (left) and undecorated porcelain teapot 

(with lid; right).  These represent upscale, relatively expensive wares from the 1850s.   



Another interesting aspect of this assemblage is the presence of quality glass tableware.  

Two basic forms of tumblers were present—and included a variety of traditional fluted 

tumblers (left) and a set of eight distinctively molded tumblers (right).  The tumbler on 

the right is a DIAMOND POINT pattern, potentially manufactured by the Boston and 

Sandwich Glass Company during the 1860s.   

 

Besides the quality of the tumblers present…  



 

…the quantity of the tumblers present was also noteworthy.   



A variety of other glass vessel forms was also present, and included a single footed 

tumbler (left), syllabub glasses (middle), and handled tumblers (also known as 

Lemonade tumblers; right).  Perhaps the single footed tumbler is a “spill holder”?   



Glass tableware also included press-molded serving bowls, dessert plates, and a single 

cup plate.  The cup plate was decorated with a patriotic American Eagle.  The two 

dessert plates were decorated with a distinctive pattern identified as the Comet pattern, 

and believed to have been inspired by the appearance of Halley’s Comet in 1835. 



Numerous lamp shades and lamp globes were also present in the assemblage, and were 

clearly discarded whole.  This is an undecorated “Turban-Style” oil lamp shade from 

the privy pit.  It is similar to a highly decorated example recovered from a circa 1840 

pit excavated as part of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum—one 

of the only other known examples I have seen. 

Primary artifacts from Feature 6, Abraham 

Lincoln Presidential Library project area, and 

once associated with the Simeon Francis 

family.  Discarded circa 1840.  



And not to be forgotten were the ubiquitous chamber pots… 

The chamber pots were represented by both undecorated pearlware and creamware 

lidded pots (the two on the right), a printed whiteware pot (second from left), and a 

relief decorated ironstone pot (far left).  These wares document the transition in 

wares in common use from the 1820s through 1860s.   



Also recovered were utilitarian kitchenwares and commercial food containers.  The 

utilitarian kitchenwares included redware bowls, and a salt-glazed stoneware preserve 

jar and large 5-gallon jar (left).  Commercial food containers document a variety of 

pickles/relishes, jams/jellies, sauces, and imported olive oil (right).   



Besides the ceramic and glass artifacts recovered from this privy pit, a great variety of  

“small finds” were also present—and included hair pins, a bone toothbrush, bone and 

ebony dominos, chess pieces, tobacco pipes, and fragments of  several folding fans 

(such as the one illustrated here). 



A large number of whole and/or restorable bottles were recovered from the privy pit at 

the Edwards Place.  These bottles also “give voice” to the pre-Civil War era Edwards 

family.  The following discussion focuses predominately on the embossed bottles from 

this assemblage, and only makes occasional reference to non-embossed glass and other  

items. 



Common Household Items:  Glue and Inks 

ISJ 18 February 1860 

The Spalding Glue bottle is at far left.  None of the inks were embossed.  Not 

pictured was a large master ink bottle with pouring spout. 

 



Food: Spices and Extracts to “Spice Up” Life 

Spice and Extract bottles.  From Left to Right: Preston & Merrill / Boston (1), J. Preston / 

Boston (8), J. L. Leavitt / Boston (1); E. R. Durkee & Co.  / New York (2) . 
London mustard bottle 



Period advertisements for Preston & Merrill’s and Durkee & Co. products.  Although 

both company’s were known for their yeast powders, these items were generally 

marketed in small round cans.  It seems unlikely that these bottles held a yeast powder, 

but more likely a flavoring extract.   

ISR 11 August 1855; note sale of Bazin 

and Lubin’s Perfumes, as well.   
ISJ 26 September 1850 



Perfume and Cologne:  To Make One Smell Good  

Left to Right:  D. Mitchell / Rochester, N.Y.; Lubin / Perfumeur / Paris (missing top); Unmarked scent bottle.  Far Right: 

Roussel’s / Aromatic Vinegar / Philada.  



Hair and Skin Care Products:  Maybe a “Touch” of 

Vanity?  



FOR / THE / HAIR // LYON’S // KATHAIRON // NEW YORK 



 

MRS. S. A. ALLEN’S // WORLD’S HAIR / RESTORER // 355 BROOME ST. / NEW YORK  



WOODLAND / CREAM / FETRIDGE / & CO. / NEW YORK 

 BALM / OF / THOUSAND / FLOWERS / FETRIDGE & CO. / NEW YORK 

 

Peterson’s Magazine 1857, Volume 31, No. 5, page 397. 



“The Balm of a Thousand Flowers” was a toothpaste powder—an uncommon product at mid-

century domestic sites.  Also present was a  toothbrush, as well as a bath set consisting of 

toothbrush and soap covers. 



Liquor: For that Special Social Occasion  

Several black glass ale or brandy 

bottles were marked “PATENT.” 

 

The flask is a traditional Eagle flask 

typical of the 1850s. 

 

Several unmarked wine bottles were 

also present in the assemblage. 

 



The Medicines: Treating Ailments 



Dip molded vials were plentiful and came in a variety of shapes and sizes (round and 

multi-sided; short and tall).  These vials, more than likely, contained medicines 

packaged and/or prepared by local pharmacists (such as Birchall & Owen). 

ISJ 27 August 1851 



 

DR. A. E. GEOGHEGAN // CURE FOR / SCROFULA // LOUISVILLE, KY  

ISR 7 October 1854 



 

“Young man with a typical case of scrofula.” 

Bramwell, Byrom. Young Man with a 

Typical Case of Scrofula. 1893. 

General Collections, Wellcome 

Library, London. In Atlas of Clinical 

Medicine. Vol. 2. Edinburgh: T. & A. 

Constable, 1892-1896. 



 

OSGOOD’S // INDIA / CHOLAGOGUE / NEW YORK  

 

 

 

Signal of  Liberty 18 May 1846 



 

DR. D. JAYNE’S / CARMINATIVE / BALSAM / PHILADA.  

   



 

Trade Card promoting Dr. Jayne’s Carminative Balsam 



 

E. D. BEACH / NEW ORLEANS 

ISJ 11 July 1851 



 

F. BROWN’S / ESS OF / JAMAICA GINGER / PHLADA  

ISJ 30 November 1853 

ISR 10 October 1856 



 

B. FOSGATES / ANODYNE / CORDIAL  

         

IWSJ 21 July 1838  



 

Dr. TOPPING’S / ALTERNATIVE & / CATHARTIC SYRUP  

ISJ 5 August 1858 



 

Dr. HAMILTON’S // SYRUP OF BLACKBERRY / & SASSAFRAS 

ISJ 24 July 1851 



 

B. A. / FAHNESTOCKS / VERMIFUGE  

Fahnestock  (1857) 



Fahnestock  (1857) 



 

MEXICAN / MUSTANG / LINIMENT  

Peoria Democratic Press 19 September 1849  



 

DR. WOOD’S //  SARSAPARILLA  / & / WILD CHERRY // BITTERS  

ISR 2 January 1849 

Undated online newspaper; Circa 1844  



 

DR. McMUNN’S / ELIXIR OF OPIUM  

This is not the one recovered from the 

privy pit at the Edwards Place. 



As the archaeological data, and this 1852 advertisement suggests, the Edward’s family 

had access to all of the “most popular and best Patent Medicines of the day.”  The 

presence of these bottles in this household’s trash suggest that the family purchased 

medicines for the treatment of a variety of  medical conditions.   

ISJ 20 March 1852 

Ailments Treated: 

 

Cholera/Diarrhea 

Fever/Ague [Malaria] 

Worms 

Wounds/Rheumatism 

Scrofula 

Dyspepsia/Indigestion 

Nervous Irritability/Hysteria 



Numerous bottles embossed “J. PRESTON / BOSTON” were 

recovered from both Features 1 and 2.  Beginning in the later 

1830s, Preston marketed a lemon concentrate that he referred to 

as his “Lemon Concrete.”  The lemon concentrate once present 

in these numerous bottles recovered from these two features 

probably was used to produce Lemonades and Lemon 

Syllabubs—and like the great variety of  glass tablewares, attests 

to the extravagance of  the Edwards family entertaining during 

the pre-Civil War years.   



The glass tablewares from this assemblage were associated with upscale entertaining—

and included handled tumblers (often referred to as Lemonade tumblers) and syllabub 

glasses.  Syllabub glasses were used to serve a frothy beverage common during the early 

years of  the nineteenth century.    



A circa 1855-60 table setting associated with the Edwards family’s social entertainment 

activities.  This represents a very upscale table setting associated with tea/coffee and 

“finger food” and/or “sweets.”  



The materials from the Edwards family privy contrasts dramatically with contemporary 

assemblages—and represents significant comparative materials for future studies.   The 

materials from the Edwards privy is distinctive in both the quantity and quality of  the 

items recovered—and attest to the socio-economic status of  the family during this time.   

These two later 1850s/early 1860s privies 

excavated in Springfield illustrate this point—one 

associated with a working class Portuguese laborer 

(right; Feature 18, St. Johns MOB), and the a 

second associated with a more affluent merchant 

(and one-time Springfield mayor) (left; Feature 57, 

ALPLM Parking East).   



 

Unanswered Questions Awaiting Further Research: 

 

 

 1) Were artifacts discarded in a sequential manner, over a number of 

years (perhaps over a period of time spanning approximately two 

decades)? 

2) If the artifacts were discarded in a single episode and represent a 

cleaning out of the house and/or summer kitchen, what was the 

impetus of that action?  What was that significant event—a wedding? 

3) When was the privy pit finally abandoned and no longer used for 

household trash disposal? 

4) Were Features 1 and 2—which have very similar materials in them—

abandoned and filled at the same time?   



 

To Summarize Status of Current Research: 

1) The artifact assemblage probably was discarded in a single event, 

sometime circa 1860. 

2) The artifact assemblage is rather unique in both the QUANTITY and 

QUALITY of items present.  Artifacts are numerous and represent 

upscale materials. 

3) The artifact assemblage has given us new insights into the health 

conditions of the Edwards family and their servants.  Medicines 

document a wide range of ailments common during the 1850s. 

4) The artifact assemblage documents a wide range of household 

activities—but one that stands out from contemporary households is 

the number of artifacts associated with SOCIAL DRINKING and/or 

ENTERTAINING OF GUESTS. 

Stay tuned, as the research will proceed…  

(For a copy of this paper, visit us at IllinoisArchaeology.com/miscellaneouspapers.html) 

 


